
4-H Kick-Off Pictures 2 

Volunteer Information 2 

Youth Information & Opportunities 3 

Livestock News 5 

2026 Junior Fair Rule & Procedure Changes 7 

2025 4-H Yearbook Order Information 11 

Inside this issue: SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST 

• You can always stop by or call our office 

with questions. 

• All documents due to the Extension Office 

must be submitted by 4:30 p.m. on the day 

of the deadline to be accepted.  Deadlines 

landing on a weekend day will be accepted 

the following Monday. 

• Online deadlines - must be submitted by 

11:59 p.m. on the day of the deadline. 

We are hiring a 4-H Program Assistant! 

4-H Enrollments Due April 1 

4-H NEWS & NOTES 
GUERNSEY COUNTY MARCH / 2026 

OSU Extension Guernsey County is 
currently searching for a new 4-H 
Program Assistant. The full 
position description is available at 
http://hr.osu.edu/careers, search 
job # R141746. Please assist us in 
sharing this opportunity with those 
who may be interested in applying. 
The application deadline is 
March 22, 2026. 
     This position is 32 hours a week 
and includes the following 
minimum required qualifications: 
High School diploma or GED, 

certification or vocational training 
may be required, Associate degree 
in relevant field may be preferred, 2 
years of relevant experience 
required, 4-6 years of relevant 
experience preferred.    
     The 4-H Program Assistant will 
work administratively under the 
Area Leader and programmatically 
with the 4-H Youth Development 
Educator. This position will support 
and work in partnership with 
Extension professionals, volunteers, 
and members in conducting 

meaningful educational experiences 
to help youth grow and reach their 
fullest potential. The Program 
Assistant will collaborate with 
Extension specialists and associates 
as well as those in the community 
to design and implement 
educational and informational 
programs throughout the state, 
furthering the overall mission of the 
Ohio State University Extension. 
Focus programming targeted to 
community needs in 4-H Youth 
Development.   

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.   

4-H member and volunteer 
enrollments must be submitted 
online at http://oh.4honline.com by 
11:59 p.m. on April 1st.  Step-by-
step instructions for enrolling in  
4-H through 4-H Online 2.0 are 
available on our website under 4-H 
Online Resources, under 4-H Youth 
Development.  Enrollment in 4-H 
Online 2.0 is very easy as the 
system guides you through the 
enrollment process.  Youth and 
volunteers are required to upload 
a headshot photo of their self for 

their enrollment to be approved at 
the county level. Please remember 
to check and update the FAMILY 
section information prior to starting 
enrollment.  Each 4-H club has a 
Club Data Manager available to 
assist 4-H families with this 
process. 
      Please note that once an 
enrollment is submitted through  
4-H Online it must be reviewed by 
OSU Extension staff and approved 
before the enrollment process is 
complete and accepted.  Families 

will receive an email once an 
enrollment is submitted and another 
email once the enrollment is 
approved.  Enrollments submitted 
after 11:59 p.m. on April 1st will 
not be approved for 4-H 
membership in 2026! 

http://hr.osu.edu/careers?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3JcODaXT5AJT7CuEaj-giTX7JTUN1GR1hwCwPCEGZSLjdzfXRZ5cJEOEo_aem_-miNoDdiG02JTZLakoSaJA
http://oh.4honline.com
https://go.osu.edu/gc4honline
https://go.osu.edu/gc4honline
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4-H Enrollment Reminders  
Club Data Managers should be 
logging into their club on 
http://oh.4honline.com and 
checking the enrollment status of 
members and volunteers.  All 
member and volunteer 
enrollments must be submitted 
through 4H Online by 11:59 p.m. 
on April 1, 2026!  Enrollments 
submitted after this deadline will 
not be approved!  
 
 

• If a family has someone who 
has been in 4-H before, they 
will already have a 4-H Online 
family profile.  If they are 
unsure what email address they 
used for 4-H Online, please 
check the list emailed to you for 
previous members.  If they are 
not on your list, contact Joy or 
Michelle.  DO NOT CREATE 
A NEW PROFILE!  It will be 
considered a duplicate profile 
and be deleted. 

• If they do not remember their 

password, select “Reset 
password?” during log in. 

• All members & volunteers 
must upload a headshot photo 
to their profile before 
submitting their enrollment. 

• 4-H Online Resources: 
https://go.osu.edu/gc4honline.  

 

4-H Club Charter Checklist 
The 4-H Club Charter Application 
is due to the Extension Office by 
4:30 p.m. on  May 1st. You must 

Volunteer Information 

GUER NS EY  COUNTY  4 -H NEWS  & NOTES  

4-H Kick-Off Review 

Left: 4-H member, Stephen Greathouse, shares about his “Magic of Electricity” project during the 4-H Project Fair. Center: 4-H 
Council Member, Stacy Clagett, answers questions about project books during 4-H Kick-Off.  Right:  4-H Member, Makenna Waers, 
talks about her project “Self-Determined - American Sign Language” to those walking through the 4-H Project Fair.   

Pepperoni Rollers Fundraiser 
The pepperoni roll fundraising 
opportunity featuring Pepperoni 
Rollers from 4-H Council is 
back!!  This easy fundraiser is a great 

 way for your club to make some 
money.  More details to come soon, 
watch your email! 

Guernsey County 4-H Week Recap 

Thank you to each of you who were 
able to attend or help with any of 
our 4-H Week activities, especially 
4-H Kick-Off!!  Nearly 260 people 
participated in the 4-H Kick-Off 
event held at Buckeye Trail 
Elementary School!  A special 
thanks to the 4-H Council members, 
Junior Leaders, and the over 35 
youth presenters at 4-H Kick-Off 
that helped make the event 
possible!   
     From the glowing courthouse to 
the 319 Kindergarten students 

reached by the Reading Makes the 
Best Better program, to the 328 
third grade students reached by the 
Reading and Still Making the Best 
Better program, to the thousands 
reached on social media throughout 
the week, I would say Guernsey 
County 4-H Week 2026 was 
successful! 
     Special thanks to the Guernsey 
County Commissioners for 
proclaiming March 1st — 7th as 
Guernsey County 4-H Week; AVC 
Communications - Joel Losego, for 

making the courthouse light up 
green; AVC Communications - Jeff 
Reed, for taping public service 
announcements and interviews with 
4-H staff and members to play on 
KC105/96FM/WILE 97.7 during  
4-H week; and Guernsey News for 
sharing news about 4-H. 
     Thank you to our 4-H Council 
members who placed 4-H signs 
around the county and the schools 
and businesses who let them put 
signs up in their space! 
 

http://oh.4honline.com
https://go.osu.edu/gc4honline
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scholarship link within its 
description.  
 

Guernsey County 4-H 
Scholarship 
Applications are currently available 
online for up to $3,000 of Guernsey 
County 4-H Scholarship money.  
Eligibility requirements include: 
current or former Guernsey County 
4-H member; entering college 
freshman or sophomore; enrolled in 
an accredited four-year college or 
two-year technical college with 
proof of acceptance; and must carry 

Attention High School 
Seniors/Graduates/Former  
4-H Members 
Please read the application criteria 
carefully on each application as 
some scholarships are for both 
current and former 4-H members.  
Some scholarships can be earned 
more than once.  Don’t miss your 
opportunity to apply for 
scholarships that apply to you.  All 
scholarships can be viewed at http://
go.osu.edu/gcscholarships or by 
clicking on the individual 

a minimum 2.5 grade point average.  
Applicants can only be awarded this 
scholarship one time.  Completed 
applications are due online by  
April 1st.   
 

4-H Junior Leadership 
Scholarship 
Applications are currently available 
online for the 4-H Junior Leadership 
Scholarship.  Scholarship funding will 
be determined annually by the 
membership.  Eligibility requirements 
include: current or former Guernsey 
County 4-H Junior Leader member 

Youth Information and Opportunities 

Volunteer Information continued 

club membership.  Volunteers are 
encouraged to have club members 
sign a copy of the by-laws 
indicating they understand and 
agree to abide by them.  Providing a 
copy to each family is also 
encouraged. 
 
4-H Member and Volunteer 
Handbooks 
Each 4-H family should receive one 
handbook from their club volunteer.  
This year the cover is goldenrod!  If 
you are uncertain about something 
after reviewing the handbook, feel 
free to call the Extension Office or 
email fehr.19@osu.edu.  The 
handbook is available online at 
http://go.osu.edu/gc4hhandbook.  
 

Activity Fee Form 
The $10 4-H activity fee and 
completed 4-H Activity Fee Form 
are due to the Extension Office by 
4:30 p.m. on June 1st.  The form is 
available online and at the 
Extension Office. 
 

Cross County Line Requests 
If a member does not reside in 
Guernsey County, the member must 
submit a Request for 4-H 
Membership Across County Lines 
by the April 1st enrollment deadline.  
Requests will be reviewed at the 
county or state level depending on 
the circumstances and youth will be 

use the Ohio 4-H Club Checklist 
available online in a fillable pdf or 
the copy provided in the New Year 
Club Packet.  Your club’s charter 
must be renewed each year in order 
for a 4-H club to remain active and 
be permitted to use the 4-H name 
and emblem.  
 

Club Information Sheet 
The Club Information Sheet is due 
by 4:30 p.m. on May 1st.  This form 
is available online and in the New 
Year Club Packet.  Please make 
sure each component of the form is 
complete!   
 

Constitution & By-Laws 
Reminder to Organizational 
Volunteers that a current signed 
copy of your club’s Constitution is 
due to the Extension Office by  
4:30 p.m. on May 1st. REMINDER: 
THESE WERE NEW 
DOCUMENTS IN 2024! You must 
use the new Ohio 4-H Club 
Constitution available online in a 
fillable pdf or the copy provided in 
the New Year Club Packet. The By-
Laws are optional, but provide your 
club the opportunity to make 
specific policies for your club.  A 
sample template is available online.  
If you have By-Laws, a copy must 
be submitted by 4:30 p.m. on May 
1st.   The Constitution and By-Laws 
are to be reviewed annually by the 

notified by the county of request.  This 
process only has to be completed once 
during a child's 4-H career, unless 
their circumstances change.  
 

Online Officer Training  
Be sure to encourage your club 
officers to watch online training 
videos that are available for their 
officer position at 
http://www.ohio4h.org/families/memb
ers/officer-resources.  
 

Self Disclosure of Criminal 
Convictions  
OSU’s Self-Disclosure of Criminal 
Convictions policy requires that 4-H 
volunteers self-disclose criminal 
convictions within three business days 
of the conviction to their supervisor, 
which is the 4-H Educator within your 
county of volunteering.  Disclosure is 
required whether the crime occurred in 
Ohio or other locations.  
 

4-H/Open Horse and 
Livestock Show Sponsorship 
Review the policy on sponsorships 
located online under Volunteer 
Resources on our website. 
 

Ohio 4-H Club/Affiliates 
Social Media Considerations 
Be sure to review this document as 
you get ready to start using your 
club’s social media account. 

https://go.osu.edu/gc4hscholarship
http://go.osu.edu/gcscholarships
http://go.osu.edu/gcscholarships
https://go.osu.edu/gcjlscholarship
mailto:fehr.19@osu.edu
http://go.osu.edu/gc4hhandbook
https://go.osu.edu/gc4hactivityfee
https://go.osu.edu/gc4hmembershipacl
https://go.osu.edu/gc4hmembershipacl
https://go.osu.edu/gcclubcharter
https://go.osu.edu/gc4hinfosheet
https://go.osu.edu/gcconstitution
https://go.osu.edu/gcbylaws
http://www.ohio4h.org/families/members/officer-resources
http://www.ohio4h.org/families/members/officer-resources
https://guernsey.osu.edu/sites/guernsey/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/Volunteer/horse-show-sponsorship.pdf
http://go.osu.edu/gc4hsocialmedia
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Goat Skillathon at least two years; 
and assisted with Boer Goat 
Committee sponsored activities.  
Youth can receive this scholarship 
twice.  Applications are available 
online.  Completed applications are 
due online by April 1st. 
 

Guernsey County Dairy 
Goat Committee 
Scholarship 
The Dairy Goat Committee is 
offering up to two $500 
scholarships to qualified applicants. 
Eligibility requirements include: 
exhibiting a dairy, pygmy, or pack 
goat at least three consecutive years 
at the Guernsey County Fair; 
entering college freshman or 
sophomore; enrolled in an 
accredited four-year college, two-
year technical college, trade school, 
or apprenticeship with proof of 
acceptance; high school or college 
transcripts; minimum 2.5 grade 
point average; participated in Goat 
Skillathon at least two years; and 
assisted with Dairy Goat 
Committee sponsored activities.  
Youth can receive this scholarship 
once.  Applications are available 
online.  Completed applications are 
due online by April 1st. 
 

Guernsey County Jr. Fair 
Livestock Scholarship 
Funds 
The Guernsey County Jr. Fair 
Livestock Committee is currently 
accepting applications for the Paul 
Ramsey Scholarship which is a 
$1,000 scholarship with up to 
$6,000 awarded to qualified 
applicants.  Applications are 
available online.  Eligibility 
requirements include: applicants 
must have exhibited at least one 
market project or dairy breeding 
project for the previous two years; 
entering college freshman or 
sophomore; enrolled in an 
accredited four-year college or two-
year technical college with proof of 
acceptance; attach a copy of high 
school or college transcript; and 

who has completed the 
requirements for J.L. membership; 
entering college freshman or 
sophomore; planning to enroll or 
already enrolled in college at an 
accredited post-secondary 
institution in any course of study; 
must attach high school or college 
(if applicable) grade transcripts.  
Applicants may receive the 
scholarship twice.  Completed 
applications are due online by  
April 1st.   
 

Guernsey County Beef 
Committee Scholarship 
The Beef Committee is offering up 
to two $1,000 scholarships to 
qualified applicants at the discretion 
of the committee. Eligibility 
requirements include: exhibiting a 
beef project at least three 
consecutive years at the Guernsey 
County Fair; entering college 
freshman or sophomore; enrolled in 
an accredited college or technical 
school with proof of acceptance; 
high school or college transcripts; 
minimum 2.5 grade point average, 
and paragraph about greatest 
achievement with beef project.  
Youth can receive this scholarship 
twice.  Applications are available 
online.  Completed applications are 
due online by  
April 1st. 
 

Guernsey County Boer Goat 
Committee Scholarship 
The Boer Goat Committee is once 
again offering up to $1,000 in 
scholarship money to be divided 
among qualified applicants at the 
discretion of the committee. 
Eligibility requirements include: 
exhibiting a Boer goat at least three 
consecutive years at the Guernsey 
County Fair; entering college 
freshman or sophomore; enrolled in 
an accredited four-year college, two
-year technical college, trade 
school, or apprenticeship with proof 
of acceptance; high school or 
college transcripts; minimum 2.5 
grade point average; participated in 

must carry a minimum 2.5 grade point 
average.  Applicants may receive this 
scholarship twice.  Completed 
applications are due online by  
April 1st. 

 
Guernsey County Equine 
Council Scholarship 
Applications are currently available 
online.  A total of $1,000 will be 
divided between a maximum of four 
recipients.  Eligibility requirements 
include: current Guernsey County 
equine project participant who has 
exhibited equine at least two 
consecutive previous years at the 
Guernsey County Fair; entering 
college freshman or sophomore; 
enrolled in an accredited college with 
proof of acceptance; and must carry a 
2.5 grade point average or higher.  
Completed applications are due online 
by August 1st.   
 

A-TEAM (COMMUNITY 
ACTION TEAM)  
4-H members 12 years as of 1/1/26 
and older are encouraged to join the 
A-TEAM and participate in a variety 
of community service activities 
through 4-H and other organizations.  
Youth choose and make the 
arrangements for community service 
on their own.  It may be helping with 
4-H events, volunteering at a local 
business or volunteering with an 
organization within your local 
community or school.  A-Team 
members need at least 20 hours of 
community service from at least three 
different events/activities to qualify 
for the end of the year recognition. 
Community Service must take place 
from January 1st through December 
31st annually.  Complete & submit the 
online A-Team Membership Form by  
May 1st.  
 

Dog Project Participants 
Update for page 31 of the 4-H 
Handbook - Deadline for entries for 
the Ohio State Fair Dog Show has 
been confirmed to be 1:00 p.m. on  
June 21st.  This will replace the 
tentative date in the handbook. 

Youth Information and Opportunities continued 

https://go.osu.edu/gcboergoatscholarship
https://go.osu.edu/gcdairygoatscholarship
https://go.osu.edu/gclivestockscholarship
https://go.osu.edu/gcbeefscholarship
https://go.osu.edu/gcequinescholarship
http://go.osu.edu/gcateam
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test-out opportunities.  More 
information on the test-out option 
below. 
   Youth are permitted to attend 
approved QA programs outside 
Guernsey County to receive their 
QA certification.  However, the 
program must be an approved QA 
program, so please check with 
Michelle before attending an out of 
county program.  Youth attending 
an out of county program are 
responsible for making sure they 
provide proof of attendance to the 
Extension Office by July 1, 2026. 
 

Quality Assurance Test-Out 
Option 
Older youth can participate in a QA 
Test-Out Certification with 
approved local facilitators.  All 
youth 12-14 years of age may take a 
QA test designed for their age 
group.  If they pass the test with a 
score of 70% or greater, the youth 
will be certified in QA until they 
turn 15 years old.  All youth 15-18 
years of age may take a QA test 
designed for their age group.  If they 
pass the test with a score of 70% or 
greater, the youth will be certified in 
QA for the remainder of their Junior 
Fair years.  Youth are only 
permitted to take one test per 
calendar year.  If a youth fails the 
QA test, they will be required to 
attend a QA Certification Program 
to gain certification or complete the 
web-based YQCA certification. 
There are two testing opportunities: 
March 18th & April 9th, both at 
5:00 p.m. at Mid-East Career 
Center.  Youth are asked to pre-
register 24 hours in advance by 
calling the Extension Office. *NO 
online QA tests are accepted. 
 

Online QA Program Option 
Youth can participate in the online 
Youth for the Quality Care of 
Animals (YQCA) web-based 
certification.  This opportunity is 
available to youth at a cost of $12 
per participant.  Youth must 
participate in the training module 

Jr. Fair Sheep Committee 
Lamb Scholarship 
The Guernsey County Junior Fair 
Sheep Committee would like to 
share an opportunity with 4-H & 
FFA members which enables new 
sheep exhibitors to apply for $300 
to assist them in purchasing their 
animal(s) for their market lamb or 
breeding lamb project.  Please 
review the guidelines to apply from 
the Junior Fair Sheep Committee. 
Scholarship essays are due April 
1, 2026.   
     Questions about the scholarship 
can be directed to Junior Fair Sheep 
Committee Chairman, Brian 
Stillion, at 740-680-6818. 

 
Market Turkey Orders Due 
April 1 
All youth exhibiting a market turkey 
at the Guernsey County fair must 
purchase their turkey through the 
Junior Fair Poultry Committee.  
Orders must be placed no later than 
April 1st.  Contact Poultry 
Committee Chair, Sandy 
McCormick, at 740-679-2797 or 
740-241-0663, to place your order.  
Youth are responsible to pay for all 
birds they order even if they change 
their mind later. 
 

Livestock Committee 
Meetings 
Livestock Committee meetings are 
scheduled for Monday, April 6th at 
7:00 p.m. at Deerassic Park 
Education Center.  Livestock 
Committees include: Beef, Dairy, 
Boer Goat, Dairy Goat, Equine, 
Poultry, Rabbit, Sheep and Swine.  
 

Sale Committee Meeting 
The next Sale Committee meeting is 
scheduled for Monday, April 8th at 
6:00 p.m. at the Senior Fair Board 
Office.  
 

Quality Assurance Programs 
Check out page 34 of the 4-H 
Member and Volunteer Handbook 
for a full list of QA program and 

based on their current 4-H age (age 
as of 1/1/2026).  Each training module 
contains three sections and a quiz for 
each section must be passed to receive 
certification.  Youth who successfully 
complete the entire certification must 
email the certificate in pdf format to 
fehr.19@osu.edu for verification 
purposes.  Check out page 34 of the  
4-H Member and Volunteer Handbook 
for additional details.  *This is the 
only online QA program that is 
accepted. 
 

Beef Quality Assurance 
Youth exhibiting a beef project are 
required to have Beef Quality 
Assurance (BQA) Certification.  
Approved youth QA programs and 
tests offered by OSU Extension are 
accepted for youth needing BQA 
certification for the animals they are 
showing and selling through the Junior 
Fair Livestock Sale only!  BQA tests 
are not accepted for youth QA 
certification to exhibit at the fair.  We 
understand this is a little confusing, so 
please contact Michelle if you have 
any questions. 

 
Multi-Species Quality 
Assurance & Livestock Clinic 
On Saturday, April 25, OSU 
Extension in cooperation with the 
Junior Fair Livestock Committees, will 
offer a morning full of educational 
opportunities.  Quality Assurance will 
be offered from 9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
in the Home of Champions.  
Individual species clinics will take 
place from 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. in 
designated areas.  Individual clinics 
will be offered for the following specie 
areas: beef, dairy, Boer goat, 
dairy/pygmy/pack goat, equine, 
poultry, rabbit, sheep, and swine.  
Youth are encouraged to participate in 
the parts of the day that fit their needs - 
QA, species clinic, or both!  Additional 
information will be shared in April 
regarding specific locations for specie 
sessions for those planning to only 
participate in the clinic portion of the 
morning.   
 

Livestock News 

http://go.osu.edu/gclambscholarship
https://go.osu.edu/gc4hhandbook
https://go.osu.edu/gc4hhandbook
mailto:fehr.19@osu.edu
https://go.osu.edu/gc4hhandbook
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Guernsey County 
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Old Washington, OH 43768 
Phone: (740)489-5300 
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Email: fehr.19@osu.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
Michelle Fehr 
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4-H Youth Development 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FYF: For Your Fridge 
EO = Extension Office        OSH= Oscar Share Hall  MECC= Mid-East Career Center, Buffalo 

 

 
MARCH 
18  Livestock Quality Assurance, 6:00-7:30pm, Mid-East Career Center, Buffalo 
19 Jr. Leaders, 6:30-8:00 pm, Oscar Share Hall, Fairgrounds  
19* Jr. Fair Board, 6:00-8:00 pm, Fairgrounds  
23 4-H Camp Counselor Training, 6:00 - 8:00 pm 
 

APRIL  
1  4-H Member and Volunteer Enrollments due through 4-H Online 
1  Local scholarships due online  – (4-H Jr Leadership, Guernsey Co. 4-H,  Guernsey Co. 
 Jr Fair Livestock, Beef, Boer Goat, & Dairy Goat)  
1  Possession date for all Dogs  
1  Last day to order Market Turkeys (required). Contact Poultry Committee Chairman - 

 Sandy McCormick (740-679-2797 or 740-241-0663) 
1 Jr. Fair Sheep Committee Lamb Scholarship Essay, Due 
2 Jr. Fair Board, 6:00 - 8:00 pm, Oscar Share Hall, Fairgrounds  
3 4-H Camp Counselor Training, 9:00 am -3:00 pm  
6 Jr. Fair Livestock Committee Meetings, 7:00 pm, Deerassic 
8 Jr. Fair Sale Committee, 6:00 pm, Fairgrounds 
9 Livestock Quality Assurance, 6:00-7:30pm, Mid-East Career Center, Buffalo 
14 CARTEENS 
16 Jr. Leaders, 6:30-8:00 pm, Oscar Share Hall, Fairgrounds  
21 4-H Council, 7:00-8:30 pm 
23 4-H Camp Counselor Training, 6:00 - 8:00 pm 
23 Jr. Fair Board, 6:00 - 8:00 pm, Oscar Share Hall, Fairgrounds  
25 Livestock Quality Assurance, 9:00 - 10:30 am, Fairgrounds 
25 Multi-Species Clinic, 10:30 am - 12:00 pm, Fairgrounds  
29* Delivery date for Market Turkeys, tentative 
 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit cfaes.osu.edu/
nondiscrimination. For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility. 

Livestock News continued 

Facebook Groups to Join or 
Pages to Follow 
Stay in touch with your Jr. Fair 
Committees, ask to join their group 
or follow their page: 
 
GROUPS 

• Guernsey County Equine 
Council 

• Guernsey County Beef 
Committee 

• Guernsey County Jr Fair Boer 
Goat Committee  

• Guernsey County Jr. Fair Dairy 
Cattle Committee 

• Guernsey County Jr Fair Dairy 
Goat Committee 

• Guernsey County Poultry 
Committee  

• Guernsey County Jr. Fair Rabbit 
Committee 

 
PAGES 

• Guernsey County Jr. Fair 

Equine Safety, Training and 
Education Program 
(EquiSTEP) 
REMINDER FOR 2026 - All 
equine project participants are 
required to annually participate in 
the Ohio 4-H Horse Program’s 
Equine Safety, Training, and 
Education Program (EquiSTEP) 
before they are permitted to ride an 
equine animal at a 4-H activity or 
event.  EquiSTEP is an online 
training module. Use this link to 
enroll in the online course:  
go.osu.edu/equistep2026.  The 
training is on a new system this 
year, so things will look a little 
different.  Be sure to enter your full 
name when requested during the 
course so you get a completion 
certificate with your name on it 
when done.  One participant per 
certificate = one participant per 
training module.  Certification must 
be complete by June 1st. 

• Guernsey County Sheep 
Committee 

• Guernsey County Swine 
 

Junior Fair Rule Changes 
Rules changes presented and approved 
by the Guernsey County Senior Fair 
Board for 2026 can be found starting 
on page 7.  *Please note this is an 
updated list of rule changes from what 
4-H volunteers received during their 
Mandatory Volunteer Training in 
February.  We are currently revising 
the full list of rules for all species, 
livestock sale and general livestock 
rules.  We will send an email out when 
the updated rules are available for 
viewing online. 

4-H Yearbook Orders 
Opportunity provided by the Guernsey 
County Saddle 4-H Club! Flyer with 
full details can be found on page 11. 

http://go.osu.edu/gc4hyearbook.  
Orders are due April 15! 

mailto:fehr.19@osu.edu
http://go.osu.edu/equistep2026
http://go.osu.edu/gc4hyearbook


2026 Guernsey County Junior Fair Rule and  
Procedure Changes 

 (Reviewed & Approved by Senior Fair Board) 

 
Beef 

1. Feeder calves with a Guernsey County Fair tag from the current year brought to 
Market Steer Pre-Fair Weigh-in will be able to keep and use the tag as their Market 
Steer tag for the next year. 

2. Beginning in 2027, there will be no Market Dairy Beef Market Steer Classes due to 
lack of entries. 

3. An 840 EID tag will be added to the ear tag requirements for all market beef and 
feeder calf animals.  The same rules will apply to the 840 EID tag as currently apply 
to the county fair ear tag. 

 
Dairy  

1. None 
  

Equine 
1. General Rule 2 – Remove sentence “Youth must call the Extension Office and request 

information to enroll in the online course.” 
2. General Rule 7 – Now reads, “If the judge requires a scribe and is not able to provide 

one, Equine Council shall provide one. The Scribe must not be affiliated with any 
Guernsey County project member.” 

3. Change General Rule 8 -  
I. Best Time Barrels, Best Time Poles, Best Time Stakes, Best Time Keyhole 

i. The individual with the fastest time across all age divisions of each of the 4 
contest categories (barrels, poles, stakes, & keyhole), shall be awarded the 
“Best Time” award for that category.  

ii.  The exhibitors in the 1st year Walk/Trot classes are not eligible.  
II. Grand and Reserve Overall Combined Times 

i. The classes include Barrels, Poles, Stakes and Keyhole.  
ii. Times from each of the 4 contest classes listed above will be added together. 

Once combined, the lowest time will be awarded “Grand Champion Overall 
Combined Time”. The second lowest time will be awarded “Reserve 
Champion Overall Combined Time”.  

iii. Exhibitors who are disqualified (DQ), receive a “No-Time”, or fail to exhibit in 
any of the 4 required classes (barrels, poles, stakes, or keyhole) are not 
eligible for the Grand or Reserve Overall Combined Times award.  

iv. The 1st year walk/trot class exhibitors are not eligible.  
III. (Add) Grand & Reserve Champion 1st Year Contest 

i. Classes include barrels, poles, stakes, and keyhole.  
ii. Exhibitors may complete the pattern at a walk, trot or lope.  
iii. Each placing given to exhibitors will be worth the following points:  

1st- 10, 2nd - 9, 3rd- 8, 4th-7, 5th-6, 6th-5, 7th-4, 8th-3, 9th-2, 10th-1. Add 
additional placements as necessary.   

iv. Exhibitors are not to be given a DQ unless there is a safety concern for any 
exhibitor or horse, such as exhibitor falling off or no control of horse.  



v. Times from each of the 4 contest classes listed above will be added together. 
Once combined, the lowest time will be awarded “Grand Champion 1st Year 
Walk/Trot”. The second lowest time will be awarded “Reserve Champion 1st 
Year Walk/Trot”. 

4. General Rule 8 IV. – Delete iv. Exhibitors are not to be given a DQ unless there is a 
safety concern for any exhibitor or horse, such as exhibitor falling off or no control of 
horse. 

5. General Rule 8 V – Change iii. to - Qualifying Trail classes include Western, ranch and 
in-hand trail. Exhibitors of Walk/Trot classes are not eligible, as their points are part 
of the “1st” Year Walk/Trot Champion award. 

6. General Rule 8 VI. - Add Reserve Champion Versatility. 
7. Under Vaccination and Body Scoring – Delete Rule 2 - Each equine project animal will 

be assessed during various points throughout each 4-H calendar year. There is to be 
a Standing Committee from the Guernsey County Junior Fair Equine Council each 
year that will govern this overall scoring system. The Committee will use the 
Henneke body scoring system. This will allow members to focus more on the health 
of their animals, and it will allow us to provide quality animals for the public to view. 

8. Under Vaccination and Body Scoring – Change Rule 3 to read: A Body Condition Score 
(BCS0 is a numerical system used to evaluate the amount of fat on a horse’s body, 
which reflects its overall nutrition and health status. The body condition of all 4-H 
equine projects shall be evaluated prior to the county fair, in order to ensure that we 
are providing quality animals for the public to view.  Body condition may be assessed 
at/during the county-sponsored body scoring clinic or by a licensed large animal 
veterinarian between the dates of August 1- August 30th. Body Scoring forms must 
be turned into Equine Council no later than August 30th. 

9. Under Vaccination and Body Scoring – Delete Rule 3A - Any equine that receives a 
score under 4, will be required to get a veterinarian check, at the member’s expense, 
by a large animal veterinarian prior to the September Equine Council meeting. The 
member must then present documentation of veterinarian approval at the 
September meeting in order to be eligible to exhibit at the fair.) 

10. Under Project Rule - Delete 5A – No Junior Fair Livestock Entry is to be completed for 
the back-up project animal unless it has already been approved to replace the main 
project animal. 

11. Project Rule 5 - Add “Only one back up animal per main animal is permitted.” 
12. Project Rule 6 – Change to state - Back-up horses must have a passing body score as 

confirmed by the body scoring clinic or a licensed veterinarian by the August 30th 
deadline.  

13. Project Rule 8 – Delete - Project animals cannot be switched during the year unless 
the exhibitor has registered a back-up horse and the hardship case is approved to use 
the back-up horse. 

14.  Add Project Rule 16 -If an exhibitor has 2 main projects and one cannot attend the 
county fair; exhibitor can request approval from Equine Council to change all classes 
to remaining project animal. 

15. Versatility Rule 5 – Change to state - All changes of tack and appointments must be 
made within the 5-minute interval between events, or the entry will be eliminated. 

 
 
 



Boer Goat 
1. Remove the 0-3 doe class from the Boer Goat Breed show. 
2. Change to Market Boer Goat Rule 2: Must be a wether or a doe born January 1 

through March 30 of the current year. 
 
Dairy Goat 

1. None 
 

Poultry 
1. Market Broiler Rule 5 – Broilers must weigh a minimum of 4 lbs. per bird with a 

maximum pen weight of 21 lbs. 
 

Rabbit 
1. None 

 
Sheep 

1. Change the arrival time for all the sheep at the fair to begin at 8:00 a.m. and continue 
until 1:00 p.m. 

 
Swine 

1. Changes originally shared to weight classes/divisions have been removed by Senior 
Fair Board as of 3.12.26.  All market hog classes will remain the same as they were in 
2025. 

2. Change weigh-in on Sunday: 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
3. An 840 EID tag will be added to the ear tag requirements.  The same rules will apply 

to the 840 EID tag as currently apply to the county fair ear tag.  
 

General 
1. All animals not sold through the Junior Fair Livestock Sale will be released at  

11:59 p.m. on Saturday at the conclusion of fair. 
2. Gates will be closed with no vehicle traffic permitted around the barns from 7:00 a.m. 

– 10:00 p.m., Monday – Friday.  Gates will be closed to vehicle traffic 7:00 a.m. – 
11:59 p.m. on Saturday.  Supplies that need to be hauled in with a vehicle can do so 
when gates are open to vehicle traffic.   

3. Junior Fair Entry late fee given to Senior Fair Board marked for Junior Fair expenses. 
4. Scale Master from Senior Fair Board required at each weigh-in. 

 
 
 

Sale 
1. Market Steer Sale Order: Grand, Reserve Grand, Bred & Owned Champion, Bred & 

Owned Reserve Champion, Rate of Gain Champion, Rate of Gain Reserve Champion, 
then the remaining top 5 as placed by the judge, then all remaining Champions, 
remaining Reserve Champions, then all 3rd place, and continue all remaining 
placings in order until all steers are sold. 

2. All dairy beef and beef feeders have the option to change their declaration regarding 
which animal is selling, made Monday at weigh-in, provided the change is made by 
10:00 p.m. the day of the market show to the Beef Committee Chairperson. 



3. Changes originally made to the Swine sale order have been removed by Senior Fair 
Board as of 3.12.26.  Swine sale order will remain as it was in 2025. 

4. General Junior Fair Sale Rule #14 – Delete - Buyers are invited to view the offerings 
before the sale starts. 

5. General Junior Fair Sale Rule #17 - Change to read - Grand Champion and Reserve 
Grand Champion animals from the market steer, market lamb, market hog, and 
market goat classes must be slaughtered at a meat establishment, either licensed by 
the Ohio Department of Agriculture or granted inspection by the United States 
Department of Agriculture or turned and marked for slaughter. 

6. Add General Sale Rule - All Grand and Reserve Champions must sell except feeder 
calves. (Remove duplicate rule from individual species sale rules.) 
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