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It’s Time for a Walk

We are already into April, which means we are getting even closer to turning livestock out onto
pasture. Before the grazing season begins, have you taken time to walk your pastures and see
what may need attention? A short walk through the pasture can help identify concerns early and
set you up for a more productive growing season. If you plan to soil test pastures this year, a
pasture walk is also a great opportunity to complete both tasks at the same time.

Fence lines and gates should be one of the first areas checked. Look for broken wires, loose
posts, leaning braces, or any openings animals could push through. Make sure gates swing freely
and latch securely to prevent escapes once animals are turned out.

Next, take time to evaluate ground and surface conditions. This spring has already brought plenty
of rain, and this past winter included gave us a lot of snow and freeze—thaw cycles. These can
leave washouts, holes, and uneven footing. High winds may also have caused tree damage or
down limbs. Remove any debris that could become a hazard and be sure no equipment has been
left behind in the pasture.

Following these storm events we have gotten, it is especially important to check for downed
cherry tree limbs. Wilted cherry leaves are extremely toxic to cattle and sheep and should be
removed promptly.

Be sure to inspect water systems as well. Check tanks and troughs for cleanliness and confirm
they are functioning properly. Cracked lines or damaged fittings may not become noticeable until
water is turned back on, so addressing problems early can help prevent muddy areas and water
shortages.

Lastly, take time to evaluate forage and overall pasture conditions. Look for bare spots, uneven
growth, or signs of compaction. Turning animals out before grasses are mature enough can stress
plants, slow regrowth, reduce stand longevity, and limit forage quality. While this can be
challenging given the weather patterns of recent years, allowing adequate growth before grazing
helps ensure stronger pastures throughout the season.

If you need assistance developing or adjusting a grazing plan, you can contact the Extension
office at 740-489-5300 or Guernsey Soil and Water Conservation District at 740-489-5276.

Pasture walks may seem simple, but taking the time to walk fields before turnout can go a long
way toward improving pasture performance and keeping both livestock and people safe
throughout the grazing season.

For more information about OSU Extension Guernsey, please visit our website at:
https://guernsey.osu.edu.
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