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Raised Bed and Container Gardening 
 
Did you know to grow vegetables you don’t have to have an elaborate inground garden or a huge 
back yard. Raised beds and container gardening are becoming more popular. These methods 
allow you to still have a garden even if you do not have the space or quality soil to make an 
inground bed. 
 
Raised bed gardens can be as small as 2 feet by 2 feet and placed in an easy access location. 
Typically raised bed depths will vary but generally 6-24 inches deep, depth needed will depend 
on the crop you are planting and their root structure. When building a raised bed the width 
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You can find raised bed structures online or channel your inner creativity to create your own. 
You can use concrete blocks or pavers to build a raised bed; these have a longer lifespan and are 
less expensive when compared to cedar or other wood types. Untreated lumber cost will be less 
when first starting out but may need replaced in 3-5 years. Although, there are many different 
factors that influence raised beds made of lumber: moisture, fertilizer, temperature, and type of 
wood.  
 
You may have old materials or containers laying around that you would use to plant crops in and 
just don’t know it! Recycling containers and materials for gardening is becoming more popular. 
If you have old flowerpots, livestock water troughs, buckets, plastic totes, or mineral tubs laying 
around these could easily be turned into a garden. Just make sure you drill holes in the bottom 
for adequate drainage.  
 
When picking the location for your raised beds or containers make sure it is in a spot that gets 
full direct sunlight, 6-8 hours a day (morning sun is better). Growing media that you pick to put 
into your beds is also important. Pre-bagged soil is typically the most common option people 
pick; this is a simple option for beginners. Some medias may include additives like fertilizer, 
peatmoss, vermiculite or pearlite. Peat moss helps retain water, vermiculite provides a small 
amount of nutrients but also holds water and perlite helps loosen the mix creating space for roots 
and helps with drainage.  
 
When it comes to gardening there are many options available that can work for you at your 
home. Take a moment, think about what your goals are, what it is that you want to grow, what do 
you want to accomplish, then start planning. Keep in mind the climate needed for specific crops, 
spacing and nutrients needed, and root depth. These can all vary from plant to plant.  
 
If you would like to learn more about raised bed gardening, attend our next farmer breakfast. 
Madyson Black from Guernsey Soil and Water, also a Guernsey County Master Gardener 
Volunteer and myself, Emily Hornberger, will be teaching about raised bed gardening. Edward 



Jones Financial Advisor, Rory Stelzer, AAMS|CRPC will finish with some investment and 
financial tips! 
 
This program will be outside; we recommend that you bring a blanket or lawn chair to sit on 
during the program. A light breakfast will be provided. This program is free of charge, but RSVP 
is appreciated. Please call Guernsey OSU Extension (740-489-5300) to register or visit 
go.osu.edu/raisedbedgc.  
  
Program will be at the Guernsey County Public Library – Crossroads Branch (63500 Byesville 
Rd., Cambridge) on Friday May15 from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
 
To learn more about OSU Extension Guernsey County visit guernsey.osu.edu.  
 


