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Prickly Lettuce 

Recently the Guernsey County Extension Office has been talking about redoing the 
landscaping here at the office. In one of the flower beds there is an abundance of one 
specific weed. I figured I would go on a deep dive to try and figure out what it was.  

Prickly Lettuce (Lactuca serriola) looks like a type of thistle with its pointy spikes all 
around it. It is a part of the Sunflower Family (Asteraceae). Bull Thistle and Canada 
Thistle are also in that family.  

Prickly lettuce migrated from Europe around 1860; it later spread through southern 
Canada and over a lot of the U.S. Currently it is naturalized in 75% of Ohio counties. It 
can grow along roads, railroad tracks, alleys, sidewalks, pastures, orchards, and much 
more.  

This straight standing plant is a biennial, in the first year of growth it displays a rosette 
of basal leaves. Each rosette in year 2 will contain an erect solitary stem, ranging from 2 
– 7 feet tall, where a small yellow like daisy will flower on top. The leaves on the stems 
are irregularly lobed, with prickly edges, and a row of sharp prickles underneath on the 
midribs. Leaves can range from 6-12 inches in length. 

Prickly Lettuce spreads by seed, best management is to prevent it from going to seed. 
Mowing is a good option to prevent them from going to seed but will not provide any 
other control measures.  It has a large taproot, so pulling is only effective when the 
ground is moist and is easier to pull out. Maintaining a healthy vegetation to reduce 
competition will be beneficial.  

Herbicides are another option for control. Some commonly used products are 2,4-D, 
Banvel, and Stinger. When using any pesticide always be sure to fully read the label and 
follow all label directions.  

If you would like to learn about Prickly Lettuce or other weeds visit: 
weedguide.cfaes.osu.edu. 

 

https://weedguide.cfaes.osu.edu/


To learn more about Ohio State University Extension – Guernsey County visit: 
guernsey.osu.edu.  
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