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English Ivy: Beautiful Vine or Backyard Invader? 

English ivy (Hedera helix L.) is an invasive plant that can grow 
up the sides of homes, trees, and across landscapes and lawns, 
often choking out other plants. Whether this plant is considered 
a weed often depends on personal opinion. Some people enjoy 
growing English ivy indoors as a houseplant, while others 
struggle to control it outdoors as it spreads aggressively through 
their yards. After all, a weed is simply a plant growing where it 
is not wanted. 

English ivy is native to Europe, western Asia, and northern 
Africa but has become established in many parts of the United 
States. It is most found throughout the Pacific Northwest and 
along the East Coast. The plant was introduced during the 

European colonization of North America, with the earliest recorded presence dating back to 
1727. 

English ivy leaves typically have three to five lobes with a heart-shaped base. They are dark 
green, glossy, and waxy, often displaying light-colored veins that create a marbled appearance. 
The plant produces small greenish-white flowers in rounded clusters, usually during the fall. 
Once ivy reaches sufficient sunlight, it may transition to its mature growth stage, producing 
flowers and seeds. 

English ivy spreads along the ground and climbs trees, shrubs, walls, and other structures, 
creating a dense mat of vegetation that blocks sunlight and prevents the germination and growth 
of other plants. When growing on trees, ivy can loosen bark, add significant weight to branches, 
and compete for resources, potentially stressing the tree. Birds commonly spread ivy seeds, and 
the plant can also root from cut vines or stem fragments that come into contact with the soil. 

Once established, English ivy can be very difficult to manage. Regular mowing and hand-pulling 
can help reduce infestations and improve the effectiveness of herbicide applications. The plant's 
leaves are extremely waxy, making it difficult for herbicides to adhere to the surface. Younger 
leaves tend to be less waxy and are generally more susceptible to treatment. 



Glyphosate and triclopyr are commonly used herbicides for English ivy control. The most 
effective application methods include treating young foliage or cutting stems and applying 
herbicide directly to the freshly cut surface. Always read and follow pesticide label instructions 
before applying any herbicide. 

Climbing vines often anchor to the surfaces they grow on, making removal challenging. Pulling 
aggressively may damage trees, fences, or building surfaces. Instead, cut the vines at a 
convenient height and allow the upper portions to die back before attempting removal. Carefully 
loosen the dead vines from branches or structures after they have dried. Because English ivy can 
reproduce from stem fragments that contact the soil, avoid leaving cut vines on the ground and 
dispose of plant material properly. 

If you need help with weed identification and control methods, contact the Guernsey County 
Extension Office at 740-489-5300. 

For more information about OSU Extension Guernsey, please visit our website at: 
https://guernsey.osu.edu. 

 


