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Exploring Innovation in Agriculture: Highlights from Billings, MT

Last week, I just got back from the National Association of County Agricultural Agents
(NACAA) Annual Meeting in Billings, Montana. The event was packed with valuable
networking opportunities, professional development sessions, breathtaking scenery,
and an insightful tour day. I'd like to share a bit about the tour experience with you.

Our first stop was Peak Genetics, owned by Uras. This facility is one of the world’s
leading providers of livestock genetics. We were given a behind-the-scenes look at how
semen is collected, stored, and handled. It was fascinating to see the process up close.
All semen is stored in massive nitrogen tanks, each capable of holding thousands of
straws. The bulls they have can either go off farm or be used to collect semen. When
bulls come back from being off farm, they are analyzed to ensure they are healthy.
While this location specializes in beef cattle genetics, other Peak Genetics sites also
work with dairy breeds.

Next, we visited Marbled Meats, a family-owned and operated business that began in
2022 but whose passion for beef dates back to the 1990s. They raise Angus, Wagyu, and
Angus-Wagyu cross cattle, focusing on genetics that enhance marbling and ribeye size.
Their herd includes mother cows with lineage going back 12 generations. The cattle are
raised in a feedlot setting and processed entirely in-house, with operations taking place
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Marbled Meats processes about 30 head per week and
ships their premium beef to all 50 states, while also supplying local restaurants and
hotels. We were lucky enough to enjoy their delicious steaks and patties during our
visit!

Overall, it was an incredible trip filled with learning and inspiration. I'm excited to
bring back new ideas and insights to share with our community here in Guernsey
County.



Figure 1: Marble Feedlot

Figure 2: Peak genetics






