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Last Friday we had our biannual Hay Day in Caldwell at The Ohio State University 
Eastern Research Agricultural Research Station. It was filled with education, 
conversations, demos from vendors and door prizes. I specifically talked about the 
purpose of testing your hay. I did a demonstration on how to correctly take a sample to 
submit.  

Testing your hay is one of the best things you can do for your livestock. Forage quality 
can vary depending on the type of grass, cutting, weather, and how it is stored. Without 
testing, you are close to guessing what your animals are eating. 

When you test, you get real numbers—protein, fiber, energy, minerals. With these 
results you are not throwing money away on supplements you do not need, or worse, 
shortchanging your animals and risking health problems or poor performance. 
Knowing what is in your hay helps you build a better feeding plan, keep your herd 
healthy, and save money in the long run. It is a simple step that makes a substantial 
difference. 

When you store your bales outside without protection or elevation it absorbs moisture. 
That is when the trouble begins. The bottom can start to rot, and you will lose both dry 
matter and nutrients before you even get to feed it. A thatch layer forms around the 
outside, from the outer contents being oxidized. This is the caramelized looking layer 
on the outside of the bale, this is all loss. A good thatch layer can help a slightly by 
acting as a protection layer. Still, between rain, sun, and humidity, the outer layer can 
get oxidized and break down over time. Bottom line: keeping your hay off the ground 
and out of the weather goes a long way in preserving its quality. 

If you are interested in taking a hay sample The Ohio State University is still conducting 
a research project to evaluate forage quality across the state. As part of this effort, OSU 
Extension is offering reduced-cost hay analysis through the eBarns program and the 
Small Ruminant Research Lab. The first sample is just $15, with additional samples at 



$20 each. The analysis includes NIR testing for dry matter, TDN, crude protein, fiber 
content, and key minerals. 

Samples must be submitted by July 31, 2025, to your local OSU Extension office. Sample 
forms and hay probes are available to borrow from the Guernsey County Extension 
Office. I have also been traveling to farms to take samples for producers. 

The eBarns program is an OSU Extension initiative that compiles on-farm research 
projects to deliver timely, science-based information to Ohio farmers and livestock 
producers. By participating in programs like the Hay Sampling initiative, you will gain 
access to real-world data that can guide decisions, such as what kind of winter 
supplementation your livestock may need based on the nutritional value of your hay. 
After last year’s drought, this information will be valuable. eBarns helps bridge the gap 
between research and practical application, supporting better, more cost-effective 
management decisions. 

If you have questions or need more information, feel free to reach out to me, Emily 
Hornberger, by calling the Guernsey County Extension Office at 740-489-5300 or 
emailing Hornberger.21@osu.edu. You’re also welcome to stop by the office at 335-B Old 
National Rd., Old Washington, OH 43768 to pick up a submission form and borrow the 
hay probe. If you want to borrow the hay probe call ahead of time to make sure it is 
there beforehand. Please make an appointment with me if you want to meet, the nature 
of my work requires that I be in and out of the office.  
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