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What’s this Bug: Saltmarsh Moth 

Last week, while walking through a hay 
field collecting soil samples, something in 
the grass caught my eye. I paused and 
spotted a saltmarsh moth—also known as 
the acrea moth—and managed to snap a 
quick photo. 

Saltmarsh moths begin life as caterpillars, 
which are thickly covered in hair. In their 
early stages, they’re mostly yellow, but they 
darken as they mature. You might notice 
some faint striping on older larvae. These 
caterpillars overwinter as fully grown 
larvae inside cocoons, tucked away among 
leaves and other debris on the soil surface. 
Pupation occurs in the spring, and adult 
moths emerge in late spring. 

After mating, the female lays clusters of 
bright yellow eggs on leaves over the course of several weeks. The eggs hatch in about 
4–5 days, and the young caterpillars begin feeding by skeletonizing the leaves. They 
aren’t picky eaters, saltmarsh caterpillars feed on a wide variety of broadleaf plants and 
can sometimes cause damage to gardens and crops. 

As they reach full size, the caterpillars seek out protected spots to spin silken cocoons. 
Inside, they transition to the pupal stage, and in about two weeks, the adult moths 
emerge. A second generation typically appears in August and early September. 

Adult saltmarsh moths have a wingspan of 3.5 to 4.5 cm. Their forewings are white with 
black spots. Females have yellow-orange hindwings and a large, colorful underbelly, 
while males sport white hindwings and a white-tipped abdomen. 


