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Pros and Cons of Snow on Plants

As winter approaches and December 21 marks the official start of the season, many of us have
already seen snow flurries, delays, or even snow days. While snow might seem like just a
seasonal inconvenience, it plays a significant role in plant health—both good and bad.

Let’s start with the positives. Snow acts as a natural protector for perennials, bulbs, trees, and
shrubs. It provides moisture to the soil and serves as insulation for root systems, helping reduce
frost depth and shielding crowns and roots from extreme cold. Snow also blocks harsh winter
winds and functions like mulch, protecting soil from damaging freeze-thaw cycles. These cycles,
when warmer daytime temperatures thaw the soil and nighttime cold refreezes it, can cause soil
heaving, break roots, and dry out plants. A blanket of snow helps minimize these risks.

On the flip side, too much snow can create problems. Heavy snowfall can weigh down branches,
causing them to break. If snow is light and easy to remove, gently brush it off, but if ice is
present, it is best to leave it and let nature take its course. Low-growing plants can also get
buried, so marking their locations with stakes before heavy snow arrives can prevent accidental
damage. Wildlife may struggle to find food under deep snow and consume trees and shrubs,
which can harm plants. While snow offers predators some protection, the downside is that
animals may feed on soft bark, damaging trees.

Fortunately, there are steps you can take to protect your landscape. I would recommend hardware
cloth instead of poultry wire because the holes are much larger and field mice can sneak through
those. Cylinders of hardware cloth with 4 or 42” mesh can help safeguard trees and shrubs.
Install posts and wrap wire around them to create barriers and maintain these as snow
accumulates. There is still time to put these measures in place before winter fully sets in.

Snow can be both a blessing and a challenge for your plants. With a little preparation, you can
enjoy its benefits while minimizing the risks and help your plants thrive through the cold months.

For more information about OSU Extension Guernsey, please visit our website at:
https://guernsey.osu.edu.
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