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Creating a Pollinator Garden 

A pollinator garden is a special place just for pollinators, providing them with the 
nutrition and habitat they need. Over the years, our bee population has decreased 
significantly. Pollinators are crucial for our environment—every one in three bites we 
take comes from them. By creating a space for pollinators, you're making a big 
difference! 

Native plants are ideal for pollinator gardens because they're easy to care for, low 
maintenance, and thrive in their natural habitat. Plus, they're great for pollinators! 
Some fantastic options for our area include goldenrod, aster, ironweed, milkweed, and 
purple coneflower. These plants will attract both bees and butterflies, adding beauty 
and life to your garden. 

Before you start planting, take some time to observe your space and decide where you 
want to plant and how to lay it out. Consider sun exposure, soil moisture, and soil type. 
A soil test is also an option. Choose plants that match your yard conditions to ensure 
they flourish. When planting, aim for a variety of colors and shapes to attract different 
types of pollinators. Grouping three or more of the same kind of plant together can be 
effective. 

If you want to take it one step further consider adding a small water dish or birdbath 
near your garden to provide pollinators with a water source. 

To give the best benefit to pollinators, select a variety of plants that will bloom from 
early spring through late fall. This will maximize the effectiveness of your garden by 
providing nutrition to pollinators for a longer period throughout the year.  

Extra Practices to Help 



Don't use pesticides in your pollinator garden, they're not needed for native plants and 
can harm the pollinators. Pesticides is one of the larger causes to bee death, along with 
mites, habitat loss and more. If spraying must take place it is recommended to spray 
when bees are not active, early morning and evening.  

As you get to the end of the growing season and warmer days approach in late winter, 
save your garden cleanup for when the weather has consistently reached 50°F for at 
least one week. Pollinators hibernate in different life stages during the winter, with 
some hollowing out stems and others attaching to them. Protecting these pollinators 
during the winter ensures they can remerge in the spring. 

 


