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Honoring Farmers

Ohio Agriculture week is something that is celebrated annually. This year it is recognized
Sunday, March 9 through Saturday, March 15. Agriculture is such a crucial piece to society; it
allows us to grow and prosper. Agriculture gives us food security and nutrition, economic growth
and job creation, providing raw materials for essential products, promoting environmental
sustainability, enriching cultural and social significance, and so much more.

Food and agriculture are Ohio’s number one industry. According to the USDA in 2022 Ohio had
76,500 farms, 31.1 million acres in farmland, and the average size farm was 171 acres per farm.
This week allows us the opportunity to thank the hard work of those in the agriculture and food
space. Whether it is a small family-run farm, to large agribusinesses to the restaurant industry,
show them your gratitude.

Here are some fun facts from the Ohio Department of Agriculture: Ohio is #1 in Swiss cheese
production, #2 in egg production, and #5 in soybean production, with soybeans being the state’s
top exported crop; Ohio is home to approximately 1,000 food processing companies and ranks in
the top 10 states for wine production, with over 425 licensed wine manufacturers.

Farming is no easy task, especially when Mother Nature doesn’t cooperate, like with the drought
we faced last year. The agricultural landscape, climate change, and market fluctuations continue
to evolve, making it challenging for young farmers to enter the field or for current farmers to stay
optimistic. This week is dedicated to honoring the past, present, and future of Ohio Agriculture,
serving as a reminder of the vital role our farmers play. Take a moment to recognize their impact
and thank a farmer. A heartfelt thank you to everyone who contributes to agriculture in Ohio and
beyond!



