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Got Ticks? 

The Ohio State University now offers tick pathogen testing for both medical and 
veterinary concerns. If you find a tick on yourself or your pet, you can send it to the 
Buckeye Tick Test lab for a rapid, three-day turnaround. The test costs $49.99 per tick 
and includes panels specific to the germs transmitted by different tick species. 

To submit a tick for testing, remove it immediately using tweezers, ensuring you grasp 
the tick close to the skin and pull upwards gently, ensuring you remove the head. Place 
the tick(s) in a sealable plastic bag and mail it to the lab. Results will be emailed within 
72 hours of the tick's arrival. To obtain the lab address, first place an order at 
buckeyeticktest.osu.edu, which will provide you with an order ID number to include 
with your submission. 

After removing a tick, mark the date on your calendar and monitor for any symptoms. 
If you or your pet experience symptoms, seek medical attention immediately without 
waiting for lab results. Human symptoms can appear within 3 to 60 days and may 
include fever, headache, joint pain, muscle aches, fatigue, or rash. Pets may show 
symptoms such as fever, loss of appetite, stiffness, swollen joints, lameness, lethargy, 
and occasionally diarrhea or vomiting. 

As outdoor activities increase, we are more exposed to tick environments. Protect 
yourself by wearing tick repellent, long sleeves, and pants, and tucking pants into socks 
to limit skin exposure. After returning indoors, check yourself for ticks and shower as 
soon as possible. For more information on tick safety and tick-borne diseases, visit the 
Ohio Department of Health's website. 

To learn more, attend the Tick Update Farmer Breakfast hosted by the OSU Guernsey 
County Extension Office on Thursday, June 12 at 9 a.m. Please RSVP by calling 740-489-
5300 or emailing Hornberger.21@osu.edu. The location is still being determined. 
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