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Helping Pollinators: Wait Before Clearing Your Garden 

 

As warmer weather arrives, you might be eager to start cleaning up your gardens and flower 
beds. However, for the health of pollinators, it's better to wait. Pollinators play a vital role in our 
ecosystem, but their populations have been declining in recent years due to factors like disease, 
pesticides, habitat loss, and more. By delaying your garden cleanup, you can help protect their 
homes and make a difference for these essential critters.  

Many pollinators depend on dead plant matter for shelter during the winter. By removing these 
plants prematurely, you risk disturbing the current population of beneficial pollinators, such as 
bees and butterflies. This can make it much harder for them to survive when they become active 
again, as they may struggle to find places to rest or sources of food during their early emergence. 

It's best to wait until the weather consistently reaches 50°F or higher, ideally for a week or more. 
This ensures that pollinators have fully emerged and are active. It also allows plants and flowers 
to bloom, providing a reliable food source that is crucial for pollinators when they become active 
again. 

As gardeners or members of the public, you can support pollinators by providing both habitats 
and food. One of the best ways to help is by growing more flowers! One option is planting a 
diverse range of plants, such as trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants. A variety of shapes, sizes, 
and colors will attract a wider range of pollinators. For assistance in selecting pollinator-friendly 
plants, visit https://u.osu.edu/beelab/gardening-for-bees/. 

I'm excited to get my garden and flower beds ready this year. I'd love to hear what you plan to 
plant to support our pollinators! 
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