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Bird Flu in Ohio

By Emily Hornberger, previsoly published In the Guernsey County News

With last week being Guernsey  If you spend time around pigs, horses, cats, dairy cattle,
County 4-H week and this poultry, whether it’s small and humans. However, there
week being Ohio 4-H Week, it's  backyard flocks, large have been no confirmed cases
reminding me of my own 4-H commercial operations, or of human-to-human

days. I enjoyed my time in 4-H,  wildlife, you may have heard transmission so far. This

and I feel it played a big rolein ~ of "bird flu." The specific February, Ohio reported its
shaping who I am today, strain circulating since 2022 is first human case of HPAI in
especially my passion for H5N1, you may have also Mercer County. The individual
animal science. One aspect I heard Highly Pathogenic had been in contact with a
want to highlight is poultry. I Avian Influenza (HPAI). HPAI deceased commercial poultry
took a few poultry projects to is a type A virus, and as of that was infected. At this time,
the fair—it wasn't my favorite, 2024, it has been spreading the risk to general Ohio

but I was eager to give it a try! not just to birds, but also to residents remains low.
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This February, Ohio reported
its first human case of HPAI
in Mercer County. The
individual had been in
contact with a deceased
commercial poultry that was
infected. At this time, the
risk to general Ohio residents
remains low. However, if you
frequently handle
commercial poultry or
wildlife without protection or
for extended periods, your
risk is higher. Researchers at
Ohio State University (OSU)
are currently working on
strategies to reduce this
risk.According to the OSU
College of Veterinary
Medicine, the effects of HPAI
on cows are generally mild,
though some cases can be
more severe, even death.
Cattle are affected differently
than humans and birds

because there is no vaccine
available for them. When it
comes to dairy cattle, the
situation is a bit more unique.
The infection tends to affect
the udders of dairy cows,
rather than the respiratory
tract as it does in other
mammals.

The Ohio Department of
Health (ODH) states that it is
still safe to consume cooked
poultry and pasteurized dairy
products. However, consumers
should continue to follow
proper food safety practices,
such as avoid consuming raw
eggs and ensuring meat is
cooked to the appropriate
internal temperature.

To help reduce the spread and
lower your risk, ODH
recommends the following
tips: wash your hands before
and after handling live poultry,
avoid contact with wild birds
and waterfowl, use drinking
water from a contained supply,
provide disposable boot covers
for visitors or yourself if
needed, and for cat owners,
limit opportunities for cats to

hunt birds or encounter bird
carcasses. For more
information visit
https://odh.ohio.gov/media-cen
ter/odh-news-releases/ohio-rep
orts-first-human-case-of-bird-fl
u-021225.

The OSU College of Veterinary
Medicine has outlined potential
signs of bird flu in people,
including fever spikes that do
not respond to over-the-counter
medications, mild eye
infections (such as pinkeye),
and mild respiratory symptoms
like coughing that worsens over
time. For more information
visit: vet.osu.edu.

The Ohio Department of
Natural Resources (ODNR)
Division of Wildlife is
monitoring reports of all dead
wild birds. ODNR has asked
that if you come in contact with
dead wild birds in groups of six
or more to report them. You
can all 1-800-WILDLIFE
(1-800-945-3543).

You can contact the Guernsey
County Extension Office by
calling 740-489-5300.

Bird Flu Resources

OSU Extension: u.osu.edu/poultry/

Ohio Department of Agriculture:

https://agri.ohio.gov/divisions/animal-health/HPAI

Reporting Sick Birds:

https://agri.ohio.gov/divisions/animal-health/hpai/01-poultry

USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service:
https://www.aphis.usda.goVv/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/defend

-the-flock



Register for the upcoming

Certified Livestock Management

(CLM) webinar series!

March 26, 2025 Ohio Beef Publication

The OSU Extension’s water quality team is back for the 4th year
of their Certified Livestock Management webinar series.
Including the next session on April 7 and continuing on June 2,
August 4, October 6, and December 1, these webinars will
cover topics relevant to Certified Livestock Managers, as well
as Certified Crop Advisers. Each webinar will be recorded and
posted to the OSU Agronomy Team’s YouTube Channel for later
viewing.

Following the presentation, each webinar will provide an
avenue for audience members to ask questions of our unique
panel of speakers for that day’s event. Each webinar will
provide 1.5 CLM continuing education credits as well as 1.5
credit hours for CCAs. These webinars will offer useful
information and create a space for communication between all
parties involved.

To register for one webinar or the entire series, visit
go.osu.edu/CLM. More information found here.

If you have any questions regarding this webinar series, please
contact the OSU Water Quality Team via email at

waterqualityassociates@osu.edu.
THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION WATER QUALITY TEAM PRESENTS

M Certified Livestock

1st MONDAYof every Management (CLM)
Webinar Series 2025

Register to view the remaining sessions live,

USDA
Expediting $10
Billion in
Direct
Economic
Assistance to
Agricultural
Producers

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture
Brooke Rollins, on National
Agriculture Day, announced
that the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) is issuing
up to $10 billion directly to
agricultural producers
through the Emergency
Commodity Assistance
Program (ECAP) for the 2024
crop year. Administered by
USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA), ECAP will help
agricultural producers
mitigate the impacts of
increased input costs and
falling commodity prices.
“Producers are facing higher
costs and market uncertainty,
and the Trump Administration
is ensuring they get the
support they need without
delay,” said Secretary Rollins.
“With clear direction from
Congress, USDA has
prioritized streamlining the
process and accelerating these
payments ahead of schedule,
ensuring farmers have the
resources necessary to
manage rising expenses and
secure financing for next
season.”
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Authorized by the American
Relief Act, 2025, these
economic relief payments are
based on planted and
prevented planted crop acres
for eligible commodities for
the 2024 crop year. To
streamline and simplify the
delivery of ECAP, FSA will
begin sending pre-filled
applications to producers who
submitted acreage reports to
FSA for 2024 eligible ECAP
commodities soon after the
signup period opens on March
19, 2025. Producers do not have
to wait for their pre-filled ECAP
application to apply. They can
visit fsa.usda.gov/ecap to apply
using a login.gov account or
contact their local FSA office to
request an application once the
signup period opens.

Producer Eligibility

Eligible producers must report
2024 crop year planted and
prevented planted acres to FSA
on an FSA-578, Report of
Acreage form. Producers who
have not previously reported
2024 crop year acreage or filed
a notice of loss for prevented
planted crops must submit an
acreage report by the Aug. 15,
2025, deadline. Eligible
producers can visit
fsa.usda.gov/ecap for eligibility
and payment details.

Eligible Commodities and Payment Rates

The commeodities below are eligible for these per-acre payment rates:

¢+  Wheat-$30.69
Corn - $42.91
Sorghum - $42.52
Barley - $21.67
Oats - $77.66

Long & medium grain rice - $76.94
Peanuts - $75.51

Soybeans - $29.76

Dry peas - $16.02

Lentils - $19.30

Small Chickpeas - $31.45

Large Chickpeas - $24.02

Upland cotton & Extra-long staple cotton - $84.74

Eligible oilseeds:

* Canola-5$31.83
Crambe - $19.08
Flax - $20.97
Mustard - $11.36
Rapeseed - $23.63
Safflower - $26.32
Sesame - $16.83
Sunflower - $27.23

“Producers are facing higher costs and market

uncertainty...”

Applying for ECAP

Producers must submit ECAP
applications to their local FSA
county office by Aug. 15, 2025.
Only one application is
required for all ECAP eligible
commodities nationwide.
ECAP applications can be
submitted to FSA in-person,
electronically using Box and
One-Span, by fax or by
applying online at
fsa.usda.gov/ecap utilizing a
secure login.gov account. If
not already on file for the 2024
crop year, producers must have
the following forms on file
with FSA:

. Form AD-2047,
Customer Data Worksheet.

. Form CCC-901, Member
Information for Legal Entities
(if applicable).

. Form CCC-902, Farm
Operating Plan for an
individual or legal entity.

. Form CCC 943, 75
percent of Average Gross
Income from Farming,
Ranching, or Forestry
Certification (if applicable).

. AD-1026, Highly
Erodible Land Conservation
(HELC) and Wetland
Conservation (WC)
Certification.

. SF-3881, Direct Deposit.

Except for the new CCC-943,
most producers, especially
those who have previously
participated in FSA programs,
likely have these forms on file.
However, those who are
uncertain and want to confirm
the status of their forms or
need to submit the new
Form-943, can contact their
local FSA county office.

If a producer does not receive a
pre-filled ECAP application,
and they planted or were
prevented from planting ECAP
eligible commodities in 2024,
they should contact their local
FSA office.
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ECAP Payments and
Calculator

ECAP payments will be
issued as applications are
approved. Initial ECAP
payments will be factored by
85% to ensure that total
program payments do not
exceed available funding. If
additional funds remain, FSA
may issue a second payment.
ECAP assistance will be
calculated using a flat
payment rate for the eligible
commodity multiplied by the
eligible reported acres.
Payments are based on
acreage and not production.
For acres reported as
prevented plant, ECAP
assistance will be calculated
at 50%.

For ECAP payment
estimates, producers are
encouraged to visit
fsa.usda.gov/ecap to use the
ECAP online calculator.

EMERGENCY COMMODITY
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Apply by Aug. 15

More Information

To learn more about FSA
programs, producers can
contact their local USDA
Service Center. Producers can
also prepare maps for acreage
reporting as well as manage
farm loans and view other
farm records data and
customer information by
logging into their farmers.gov
account. If you don’t have an
account, sign up today.

FSA helps America’s farmers,
ranchers and forest
landowners invest in, improve,
protect and expand their
agricultural operations
through the delivery of
agricultural programs for all
Americans. FSA implements
agricultural policy, administers
credit and loan programs, and
manages conservation,
commodity, disaster recovery
and marketing programs
through a national network of
state and county offices and
locally elected county
committees. For more
information, visit fsa.usda.gov.

Survey

A research team from OSU
(Extension, ATI, and AEDE) is
conducting a survey on the role
just-in-time or “gig” workers
could play in the agricultural
labor force across Ohio. Please
consider filling out this survey,
regardless of your role in an
agricultural operation currently.
Your responses will contribute
valuable insights into this
ongoing issue in the state’s farm

www.go.osu.edu/JiTemployee/

economy. The survey is
confidential and should take no
more than 10-15 minutes.

— | CFAES |
" Just-in-Time

| Agricultural
EMPLOYEE Survey

Are you an adult resident of Ohio?

If yes, your participation in a survey about
one potential solution to farm labor issues
would be greatly appreciated.

This survey is part of a study that is explering the
feasibility of an agricultural "gig” workforce,
sponsored by the AgTech Innavation Hub in

partnership with CFAES and QSU Extension.

Any questions, please contact Or. Margaret Jodiowski: (614) 588-2658



Up Your Pasture

Quality Game

Amber Friedrichsen,
Managing Editor, Hay and
Forage Grower

(Previously published in Hay

& Forage Grower: August
20, 2024)

Nutritive value and forage
quality are often used
interchangeably, but they are
not synonymous. If the terms
were Russian nesting dolls,
the former would fit inside
the latter, representing one
piece of a larger puzzle.

In an article from the
Midwest Forage Association’s
Forage Focus newsletter,
Yoana Newman with the
University of
Wisconsin-River Falls
clarifies that nutritive value
refers to the chemical
composition of forage based
on components like energy,
fiber, protein, fat, and
minerals. Forage quality, on
the other hand, is a broader
term that encompasses
nutritive value in addition to
forage intake and antiquality
components.

According to Newman,
nutritive value is responsible
for about 30% of animal
performance factors like
average daily gain and milk
production. The Extension
forage specialist adds that
the remaining 70% is
attributed to forage intake.
Estimating nutritive value
and forage intake in a
grazing system can be more

grazing system can be more
difficult than measuring
those aspects of fed hay. In
general, managing pastures
to maximize plant leaf
material in the canopy and
implementing strategic
grazing to target those leaves
will enhance the overall
quality of the forage cattle
consume.

Take half, leave half
Grazing intensity affects
stubble height, with heavy
and prolonged stocking rates
resulting in overgrazed
pastures. Newman suggests
moving livestock to a new
paddock once the herd has
defoliated one-third to
one-half of the pasture
canopy. A quick, effective
rotation will ensure
[livestock] eat leafier diets
that include fewer stems,
which inherently improves
forage nutritive value and
intake. Rotational grazing
also promotes stand health.
“Heavy grazing will force
animals to eat lower into the
canopy, consuming more
stems with less nutrient
concentration,” Newman
states. “If forced to stock
heavy, a longer rest period is
needed to avoid slower
forage regrowth or
persistence issues.”

With that said, different
forage species offer different
nutrient profiles, and thus,
different forage quality
potential. For example,
cool-season grasses —
including annual and
perennial grasses — are
typically higher quality than
warm-season grasses.

Legume species tend to be
even greater quality than all
types of grass.

Brassicas and mustards, like
turnips and radishes, are
especially high in energy and
protein. Newman suggests
these forages can be
excellent additions to fall
pastures. These
frost-resistant species are not
winterhardy, though, and
they will winterkill. Brassicas
and mustards can also cause
forage disorders.

“Care must be taken since
they are high in potassium.
Excessive potassium can lead
to hypomagnesemia or grass
tetany,” Newman writes.
“Brassicas are also high in
sulfur-containing, antiquality
compounds which can
produce anemia.”

Of course, forage nutritive
value and overall quality
decline with plant maturity
for all species to some
extent. Creating a grazing
plan and mapping out
pasture moves will help
manage forage utilization
throughout the season.
Newman also suggests
analyzing forage tests and
supplementing livestock
during the times of year
when forage may not supply
sufficient nutrients on its
own.



Thank You!

Having now completed five months in my role, | have had the privilege of collaborating with
numerous exceptional individuals. In January, | delivered my first presentation at a pesticide
and fertilizer recertification. In March, | organized a breakfast for farmers and presented at
the Jones Feed cost effective mineral program. All of these events attracted fantastic
attendance, and | am grateful to everyone who made the effort to participate. | look forward
to expanding our programming, so if there’s a particular program you’re interested in, please
do not hesitate to reach out! You might not be alone in your interests. As pastures and plants
awaken from dormancy, and with planting season upon us—soil tests, fertilizer applications,
and garden preparations are underway—feel free to contact me with any questions. | am
here to assist! If you plan to visit the office to meet with me, kindly schedule an appointment,

as | am often away in the county or attending training sessions in Columbus. '
”

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
EXTENSION

Emily Hornberger
Extension Educator
Agricultural and Natural Resources

Guernsey County

335B Old National Road
P.0. Box 300

Old Washington, OH 43768

740-489-5300 Phone
hornberger.21@osu.edu
guernsey.osu.edu

CFAES provides research and related educational programs
to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more
information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible
format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.



May 21, 2025

Tree ID
Moore Woods

August 20, 2025

Forest Measurements
Mohican Discovery Forest

June 18, 2025

Invasives and Pesticides
Hocking State Forest Cabin

September 10, 2025

Silviculture Part 1
Vinton Furnace State Forest

July 16, 2025
Managing Forests for
Changing Conditions

Vinton Furnace State Forest

October 15, 2025

Silviculture Part 2
Vinton Furnace State Forest

November 19, 2025

Winter Tree ID
Caesar Creek State Park Hopewell Day Lodge

All Division of Forestry staff and partners are welcome to attend any (or all) of
these training days for 2025. Registration is required, and more details will be
provided to registered attendees prior to each program.

Register by scanning the QR code or online at
https://go.osu.edu/forestryinservice2025

Trainings provided in partnership with Ohio State University Extension and
the US Forest Service through the Interagency Forestry Network.



https://go.osu.edu/forestryinservice2025

FORESTRY IN-SERVICE
TRAININGS

: Learn how to identify common Ohio trees and shrubs (or improve
your skills), including native and non-native woody plant species.
* Where: Moore Woods (Guernsey County) 18873 Wings Lane, Salesville, OH 43778
: Common invasive plant identification and
treatment methods, hemlock woolly adelgid information and treatment methods, and
pesticide labels and considerations.
» Where: Hocking State Forest Cabin 19275 OH 374, Rockbridge, OH 43149
:Tour the Adaptive Silviculture
for Climate Change research demonstrations and other related demo areas to view
current and potential management strategies for an uncertain future.
* Where:Vinton Furnace State Forest 39.19888 -82.39619 (Conference Center)

: Brush up on your tree measurements and forest
inventory techniques. Bring your own Biltmore stick or other measurement tools if you
have them.

e Where: Mohican Discovery Forest 40.61608 -82.30288 (Off ODNR Mohican Forest
Road 60)

: Methods for improving the quality, growth, and
species composition of the forest through intermediate treatments will be explored.
Understand when these activities should be recommended and what those activities
accomplish during different stages of growth.

» Where: Vinton Furnace State Forest 39.19888 -82.39619 (Conference Center)

: Methods for regenerating upland hardwood forests
will be explored. Clearcutting, Shelterwood Harvesting, Single Tree Selection, Group
Selection, and Expanding Gap Shelterwood Harvesting will be covered.

* Where: Vinton Furnace State Forest 39.19888 -82.39619 (Conference Center)
: Learn how to identify common Ohio trees and shrubs
without leaves for better winter ID.
» Where: Caesar Creek State Park Hopewell Creek Day Lodge 39.50618 -84.05073 (off
Clarksville Road)




